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# Question Answer More information/Caveats 

1 What is the definition of a cover crop 
The crop planted in the area to provide 
erosion control, soil improvement and/or 
planted for other conservation purposes. 

 

2 Can cover crops be grown on all lands Yes All lands requiring seasonal vegetative cover for 
natural resource protection or improvement 

3 Where can the cover crops be planted 

Into a standing crop; Before a subsequent 
crop; After a planted crop; With no 
subsequent crop planted; After prevented 
planting acreage 

 

4 What are the USDA programs that support cover 
crops 

EQIP, practice code 340 
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)  

5 What are the EQIP payments for cover crop $60-$70/acre for up to five years  

6 Who all are eligible to adopt this practice Farmer, ranchers, and non-industrial private 
forestland owners  

7 What is the payment structure for cover crops under 
CSP 

Available as 5-year contracts, total CSP 
payment is capped at $40,000 per year per 
operation 

CSP payments are not available if cover crops are 
already part of the production practices; however, 
financial assistance is available for the same fields if 
the producer is going to a higher level of 
conservation, e.g. further reduction in tillage, 
monoculture cover crop species to multispecies, etc. 
The change has to be measurable and meaningful. 
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8 Can cover crop payments be used along with reduced 
tillage practice (practice code 345) 

Yes, reduced tillage payment is $14/acre up to 
three years that can be combined with cover 
crop payments of $60-$70/acre 

 

9 Can cover crop payments be used along with no-till 
practice (practice code 329) 

Yes, no-till payment is $13/acre up to three 
years that can be combined with cover crop 
payments of $60-$70/acre 

 

10 
Can cover crop payments be used along with 
conservation crop rotation practice (practice code 
328) 

Yes, conservation crop rotation payments can 
be combined with cover crop payments of 
$60-$70/acre 

 

11 Can cover crop payments be used along with nutrient 
management practice (practice code 590) 

Yes, payments for nutrient management 
practices can be up to $23/acre that can be 
combined with cover crop payments of $60-
$70/acre 

Nutrient management improvements may include 
starting a basic fertility program, the variable rate 
application of fertilizer, introduction of urease 
inhibitors or slow-release nitrogen products, using 
soil-health tests to make management decisions, etc.  

12 Are these incentive payments (NRCS payments) same 
for all farmer groups 

No, higher payment rates are available for 
historically underserved producers Contact local NRCS office 

13 

I had cover crops in the past on the fields without 
financial assistance from NRCS. I want to plant cover 
crops again on the same fields. Do I qualify for 
incentive payments to try cover crops again 

No, not on the same fields. 
 

But, financial assistance is available for the same 
fields if the producer is going to a higher level of 
conservation, e.g. further reduction in tillage, 
monoculture cover crop species to multispecies, etc. 
The change has to be measurable and meaningful.  

14 I have a cover crop on the ground that I did not plant. 
Will I qualify for payments No Only planted cover crop acres receive payments. 

15 What are the insurance criteria for a commercial crop 
following cover crop 

1)The cover crop meets the definition in the 
basic crop insurance provisions;  
2) is planted within the last 12 months, and 3) 
managed and terminated according to the 
NRCS guidelines  

Basic provisions define cover crops as a crop 
generally recognized by agricultural experts as 
agronomically sound for the area for erosion control 
or other purposes related to conservation or soil 
improvement. 

16 Can I not meet any one of the criteria and still have 
insurance for my cash crop 

No, failure to meet any one of the three 
criteria means insurance will not attach to the 
crop that follows the cover crop.  
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17 What does termination mean Termination means growth has ended   

18 What are the ways to terminate cover crop Herbicides;  Winter-kill;  Mow-kill  

19 Termination guidelines for Louisiana Louisiana falls into Zone 4 of the guidelines.  
Terminate cover crop at or within 5 days after 
planting of insured crop, but before insured crop 
emergence 

20 Are termination guidelines different for irrigated and 
non- irrigated cropland Not for Zone 4. Terminate cover crop at or within 5 days after 

planting, but before insured crop emergence 

21 Can termination be delayed if cover crops are part of 
conservation tillage systems Yes, can be delayed up to 7 days  But terminate before insured crop emergence 

22 Can I be assigned to a different termination zone  

Yes/Maybe. 
 
If the parish has unique topographical or 
geographical features, which result in multiple 
climate zones, a request to have a different 
termination management plan can be 
approved for your farm by your local NRCS 
office. The farm would still remain in the same 
termination zone. 

Even under different termination plan, cover crops 
must be terminated no later than the emergence of 
the insured crop for Louisiana. 

23 Can grazing be used as a form of terminating the 
cover crop Yes/No 

Grazing in some cases can terminate a cover crop, 
there is no definitive way to determine if growth has 
ended. Regardless of the method, growth has to end 
to consider cover crop is terminated.  

24 
If the cover crop is planted more than 12 months prior 
to the planting of the insured crop, will it be 
considered a cover crop 

No, it is considered a forage crop or pasture.  

25 

Is cover crop insurable  
                     (or) 
Is cover crop considered a crop for insurance 
purposes 

No  
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26 Can prevented planting coverage be available if the 
crop planted is a cover crop No  

27 Can a cover crop be grazed Yes Planned amount of biomass must be available at the 
time of termination 

28 Is grazing  considered harvest Yes  

29 Can I harvest the cover crop before the insured crop is 
planted? 

Yes, can be grazed or harvested for hay or 
silage 

If harvested for grain or seed, cover crop is 
considered a crop or double crop rules will apply 

30 Can perennial cover crops be harvested before 
planting the insured crop No  

31 

Will a reduction in indemnity or prevented planting 
payment will apply if a cover crop is hayed or grazed 
from the same acreage in the same crop year or is 
otherwise harvested any time after the final planting 
date   

- 

A reduction in payment will apply if a volunteer crop 
or cover crop  is hayed or grazed from the same 
acreage, after the late planting period or after the 
final planting date, for the first insured crop in the 
same crop year  

(Or) 
 

If the volunteer crop or cover crop is harvested for 
grain or seed any time after the late planting period 
or after the final planting date 

32 

I was prevented from planting my insured crop. Did 
not have a cover crop and plan to plant a cover crop 
after the preventive planting period. Do I qualify for 
full prevented planting coverage for my insured crop  

Yes, plant a cover crop and receive full 
prevented planting payment  
 
 

The cover crop should not be hayed, grazed, or 
harvested prior to the late planting period or prior to 
the final planting date or otherwise harvest for grain 
or seed at any time to receive the full prevented 
planting payment, otherwise, you will impact your 
prevented planting payment 

33 

What are the options for planting and harvesting 
cover crop on acres prevented from being planted to 
a cash crop 
 

Plant a cover crop after the late planting date 
or final planting date for the cash crop.  
 

The cover crop should not be hayed, grazed, or 
harvested prior to the late planting period or prior to 
the final planting date or otherwise harvest for grain 
or seed at any time to receive the full prevented 
planting payment, otherwise, you will impact your 
prevented planting payment  
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34 Will I receive EQIP/CSP payments for cover crops if 
they are grazed or harvested for hay or silage Yes Minimum ground cover and plant height must be 

maintained as a management method 

35 Can I insure a spring crop following a cover crop Yes 
As long as the planted biomass is available at the 
time of termination to meet the conservation 
purpose of a cover crop 

36 
Will over-seeding or inter-seeding a conservation 
cover crop into an insured grain crop affect 
insurability 

No 
As long as cover crop is seeded near physiological 
maturity of the insured crop and the practice does 
not interfere with harvest of the insured crop 

37 How is interseeding or overseeding defined 
Planting one or more cover crop species into 
an existing or established crop that will not 
impact the yield or harvest of the insured crop 

 

38 Will overseeding/interseeding affect insurability 

No. Insurance is attached at the time of 
planting the insured crop. Overseeding or 
interseeding occurs after the planting of the 
insured crop.  

 

39 Will overseeding/interseeding affect  indemnity No. 

But the cover crop planted should not affect the 
yield or harvest of the insured crop. Any loss to the 
insured crop during interseeding or overseeding will 
be accounted during loss appraisals.  

40 Will interplanting a cover crop with a cash crop affect 
insurability Yes/Maybe Not 

If the cover crop has separate management and is 
not prohibited by your crop provisions, it will not 
affect crop insurability. If the cover crop interferes 
with the management of the cash crop, cash crop 
will not be insurable. 

41 

I planted a cover crop prior to or during planting of 
my insured crop to minimize wind erosion and 
terminate the cover crop once the insured crop is 
established and the soil is protected from wind 
erosion. Will I be able to insure my cash crop 

Yes, this is a special consideration within 
termination guidelines allowing a protective 
cover crop during the establishment of a wind 
erosion susceptible crop. This is qualified 
under a good farming practice 

 

42 Are herbaceous wind barriers considered cover crops No, those that are planted under NRCS 
practice code 603  
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43 Are short season crops intended to provide wind 
erosion protection considered cover crops 

Yes, those that are planted under NRCS 
practice code 340  

44 Can a cover crop be considered a second crop 
Yes, A cover crop planted for harvesting, 
regardless of whether insured or not is 
considered a second crop. 

A cover crop that is covered by FSA’s noninsured 
crop disaster assistance program (NAP) or receives 
other USDA benefits associated with forage crops 
will be considered as planted for the purpose of 
haying, grazing during the crop year or otherwise 
harvesting. 

 


